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Haitians are 'shocked' and 'dumbfounded' by president's assassination, which
throws the embattled country into further chaos
John Haltiwanger (insider@insider.com)

Metin Aktas/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images Haitian President Jovonel Moise in
Antalya, Turkey, on June 18, 2021. Metin Aktas/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images

The assassination of Haiti's president has left Haitians feeling even more distressed
about their country's future.

The president had many enemies, but the motivations for the killing remain unclear.
One top expert on Haitian politics told Insider he's "shocked" and "dumbfounded"
over the killing.

The assassination of Haitian President Jovenel Moïse by gunmen in his private
residence early on Wednesday has injected a profound level of uncertainty into a
country already suffering from years of political and economic instability.

Though Haiti has experienced all manner of crises in its modern history - coups, US
interventions, a devastating earthquake - the country hadn't seen a presidential
assassination for over a century.

"I was absolutely shocked," Robert Fatton, a native of Haiti and an expert on Haitian
politics at the University of Virginia, told Insider of his reaction to Moïse's killing.

"I'm quite a pessimistic guy, but I didn't expect any assassination," Fatton added.

"The idea that you have, what are for all practical purposes, foreign mercenaries
coming into the country, going to the house of the president and killing him - that to
me was absolutely shocking. It was completely out of the ordinary."

'We are really at the brink of catastrophe'
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With Moïse dead, Haiti's political future is even more up in the air. Haiti's
constitution states that the president of the country's highest court takes over when
there's a presidential vacancy. But Haitian Chief Justice René Sylvestre recently died
of COVID-19.

Meanwhile, Haiti now effectively has two men claiming to be prime minister. Moïse
was set to swear in a new prime minister, Ariel Henry, before he was killed. Since his
assassination prevented that from occurring, the country's interim prime minister,
Claude Joseph, seemingly remains in power. Haiti also currently doesn't have a
functional legislature or parliament.

"We are really at the brink of catastrophe," Fatton said, noting that his family
members in Haiti don't go out anymore because of the security situation. Violent
gangs occupy downtown Port-au-Prince after forcing people out of their homes, and
the government is not equipped to remove them.

During Fatton's last visit to Haiti in 2019 he saw people rummaging through the
garbage for food.

"It's distressing ... it hurts," Fatton said of the violence and poverty plaguing his
country amid ongoing political turmoil.

"It's a chaotic environment and people are enduring, they're struggling."

'Dumbfounded'
Details on why the assassination was carried out and who was involved remain hazy,
though Moïse had no shortage of adversaries.



"He made a lot of enemies ... And he alienated too many people," François
Pierre-Louis, a native of Haiti and expert on Haitian politics at Queens College at the
City University of New York, told NPR.

"The assassination could have come from anywhere."
Moïse took office in February 2017 after a tumultuous and prolonged election cycle.
Leading up to his death, there was a heated constitutional dispute over the length of
Moïse's presidential term.

The opposition accused Moïse of staying in power beyond his 5-year term of office,
claiming it began in February 2016. Moïse maintained that his term did not begin
until he was sworn-in, and that it would expire in February 2022 - a position that was
accepted by the US government. But Moïse's refusal to step down prompted protests.

He also faced backlash over the fact he'd been ruling by decree since January 2020
after dissolving parliament and postponing elections.

In February, 23 people were arrested over what officials described as an attempted
coup. "The goal of these people was to make an attempt on my life," Moïse said at the
time.

Just days before Moïse was killed, the United Nations Security Council issued
a statementexpressing "deep concern regarding deteriorating political, security and
humanitarian conditions in Haiti."

Sabin Johnson/Anadolu Agency via Getty Images Haitians demonstrate during a
protest to denounce the draft constitutional referendum carried by the President

Jovenel Moise on March 28, 2021 in Port-au-Prince.

At least six people - including two men believed to be Haitian Americans - had been
arrested over Moïse's killing as of Thursday afternoon. Four were also killed in a
firefight with police. The Haitian government said that the assassins posed as US
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Drug Enforcement Agency agents to gain entry into Moïse's home, and spoke both
English and Spanish (the main languages in Haiti are French and Creole).

Though Fatton underscored there's no concrete evidence on who carried out the
assassination, he said rumors are spreading that Colombian drug cartels were
involved.

"It's speculation," Fatton said, adding that he's "dumbfounded" by the assassination
and that he doesn't see anyone benefiting from Moïse's killing in terms of the current
political situation. With Moïse gone, the opposition has lost a scapegoat or target to
blame for all the country's problems.

People in Haiti are "completely confused" about the killing, Fatton said, while raising
questions about the security failures that allowed the assassins to get into the
president's private residence.

President Joe Biden on Wednesday condemned the assassination as a "heinous act,"
as congressional lawmakers urged his administration to take a different approach to
Haiti. The Biden administration has pushed for new elections in Haiti, which critics
say couldn't happen in a meaningful way under the recent circumstances.

Democratic Rep. Andy Levin of Michigan, co-chair of the House Haiti Caucus and a
member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, in a statement said that Moïse's
assassination was a "devastating if not shocking example of the extent to which the
security situation in Haiti has unraveled." Levin urged the Biden administration to
"pursue a new policy toward Haiti that puts the will and well being of the Haitian
people first."

A US suspect in the assassination of Haiti's president called him 'crazy,' his uncle
told reporters
Mia Jankowicz (mjankowicz@businessinsider.com)

Joseph Odelyn/AP Photo James Solages, left, is a Haitian-American who is a suspect
in the killing of Haitian president Jovenel Moïse
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A US citizen suspected in the murder of the Haitian president called him "crazy," a
report says.

James Solages is one of two Haitian-Americans held on suspicion of the murder of
Jovenel Moïse.

Profiles in his name say he runs a Haiti-focused charity and a Florida-based
engineering company.

One of the two US citizens accused in the killing of President Jovenel Moïse said that
the leader was "crazy," his uncle told Haitian-focused Brooklyn newspaper The
Haitian Times.

35-year-old James Solages, a Haitian-American who lived in South Florida, is among
17 people being held in Port-au-Prince on suspicion of Moïse's murder, according to
the Associated Press (AP).
36-
His uncle, Schubert Dorisme, told The Haitian Times: "He used to tell me that 'this
Jovenel guy is crazy.'" Solages had recently become an American citizen, the paper
said, citing Dorisme.

Dorisme spoke warmly of Solages and that the reports of his arrest shocked him.

"There is no way that thing would happen," he said, according to Local10 news.
Dorisme told The Haitian Times: "I don't think he's capable to do this thing, I think
somebody used him."

According to Dorisme, Solages harbored his own political ambitions, wanting to
become mayor of Jacmel, a town he set up a charity for.

On the "About Us" page of the charity FWA SA A JACMEL AVAN - which has since
been taken down - Solages is described as "a politician promoting his country." The
charity's stated goal is to benefit underprivileged children in the town. Florida
records show the charity being registered in 2019.

The profile also describes Solages as having served as the chief bodyguard at the
Canadian Embassy in Haiti. When asked by the AP, Canadian officials said one of the
suspects was "briefly employed as a reserve bodyguard" there, without naming
Solages.

Florida state licensing documents name a James J. Solages as having
had firearms and security officer licenses, both recently expired.

Dorisme told reporters that Solages doesn't have military training, according to Local
10.

A Jacmel local told The Haitian Times that he recognized Solages as a former
bodyguard of Dimitri Vorbe, a political rival of Moïse. Insider has been unable to
confirm this.
Dorisme, his uncle, said Solages was not fond of Vorbe, the paper reported.
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A Twitter account in the name of James J. Solages lists his charity in its biography,
and features numerous posts in Creole featuring young people, as well as a man who
resembles Solages.

A LinkedIn page in the same name - and using the same profile picture - lists Solages
as CEO of EJS Maintenance & Repair, a Florida-based building engineering
company. It lists "diplomatic security" as a skill, and lists him as the president of the
Jacmel charity.

Police in Haiti have released no evidence from their murder case to support the
arrests, The Guardian reported.

Both Solages, 35 and fellow Haitian-American Joseph Vincent, 55, were pictured
sitting on the floor on Thursday alongside four other suspects during a police press
conference. Vincent appeared to be restrained with a cable tie.

Haiti President assassination allegedly involved Americans and retired members of
Colombian military
Caitlin Hu, Lionel Vital, Stefano Pozzebon and Helen Regan - CNN

The violent fallout from the assassination of Haitian President Jovenel Moise was
evident on Friday near his private residence in the capital of Port-au-Prince.

Richard Pierrin/Getty Images Citizens take part in a protest near the police station of
Petion Ville after Haitian President Jovenel Moïse was murdered on July 8, in

Port-au-Prince, Haiti.
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Burned out cars, spent bullet casings, bloodstains and bullet-pocked walls were what
remained of a shootout between the police and some of the suspected assassins on
Route de Kenscoff.

Haitian authorities told CNN that three burned out cars belonged to members of the
armed group who assassinated Moise early on Wednesday morning.

The armed group are "professional killers," consisting of more than two dozen
people, including two American citizens and retired members of the Colombian
military, authorities have said.

But as more details begin to emerge of the people who killed Moise, little is known
about the suspected masterminds and their motivation for the attack.

Police have so far detained 17 suspects in connection to the fatal shooting and a mass,
country-wide manhunt is underway for at least eight additional suspects.

Haitian officials have given conflicting accounts and numbers for those killed
following the assassination attack. Citing figures from Haitian police, the office of
acting Prime Minister Claude Joseph told CNN that three suspects were killed in a
shootout with authorities.

As the pursuit of those responsible intensifies, details have emerged relating to the
arrest of 11 armed men in the grounds of the Taiwan embassy in the capital
Port-au-Prince on Thursday.

Taiwan's foreign ministry spokesperson Joanne Ou told CNN the embassy called
local police after security guards reported "a group of armed suspects" entering
embassy grounds.

She said 11 suspects, described in a separate foreign ministry statement as
"mercenaries," were arrested at 4 p.m. inside the embassy without resistance and only
a few doors and windows were damaged.

The Taiwanese Foreign Ministry did not give information about the nationalities of
those taken into custody, and it is not yet clear if the 11 suspects are among the 17
people detained by police.

With tension high in the capital, crowds of people took to the streets Thursday night,
burning cars and demanding justice. For weeks, Port-au-Prince has been reeling
from violence which has claimed the lives of many citizens.

Moise's death has left a power vacuum and deepened the turmoil from the violence, a
growing humanitarian crisis, and a worsening Covid-19 epidemic. Much of the public
anger has so far centered on the foreign nationals arrested in connection to the
shooting.

Late Thursday, Elections Minister Mathias Pierre told CNN two American citizens
were among the 17 people arrested. Pierre identified the men as James Solages and
Joseph Vincent, both naturalized citizens from Haiti.

https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/08/americas/haiti-moise-assassination-suspects-killed-intl-hnk/index.html


Caitlin Hu/CNN The burned-out remains of cars that belonged to the suspected
assassins of Haiti's President on Route de Kenschoff.

Separately, on Thursday, Police Chief Charles said 15 of those detained were
Colombian nationals. He paraded some of the suspects at a press conference,
alongside an array of military style weaponry.

In a statement, Colombia's Defense Ministry said at least six of the suspected
attackers were retired members of the Colombian Army and Interpol had requested
further information from the Colombian government and the National Police.

Colombian National Police Chief General Jorge Vargas added that two alleged
attackers, killed in an operation by the Haiti Police, were retired officers of the
Colombian Army, and at least four alleged attackers arrested by the Haiti Police were
retired soldiers.

Joseph Odelyn/AP Haiti's police chief described the men presented at the press
conference as attackers that have been apprehended.



Speaking to reporters Thursday, US State Department spokesperson Ned Price
described the situation in Haiti as "evolving rapidly," and said the US was preparing
to send investigative assistance to the Caribbean country, in response to a request
from Haiti's government.

What's next for Haiti
It was 1 a.m. when the attackers stormed the President's private residence in
Petion-Ville, a suburb of Haiti's capital, shooting Moise 16 times, according to
former Prime Minister Laurent Lamothe.

First lady Martine Moise, who was also shot in the attack, was evacuated to intensive
care in a hospital in Miami. Haiti's ambassador to the United States, Bocchit Edmond,
said he believes the first lady is "now out of danger."

Following the assassination, Joseph, the acting Prime Minister, declared a "state of
siege" in Haiti, closing the country's borders and imposing martial law. He appealed
to the public to "keep helping us" and "if you see something, say something."

The assassination leaves a huge power vacuum in Haiti. Its parliament is effectively
defunct and two men are simultaneously claiming to be the country's rightful leader.

Joseph has not been confirmed by parliament -- which has not sat since 2020 -- and
he was in the process of being replaced by Ariel Henry, whom the President
appointed shortly before his death.

Henry told the Haitian newspaper le Nouvelliste that "Claude Joseph is not prime
minister, he is part of my government."

Moise, 53, was a former banana exporter and divisive figure in Haitian politics. He
spent most of the past year waging a political war with the opposition over the terms
of his presidency.

For now, it isn't immediately clear who will replace him. Judge Jean Wilner Morin,
President of the National Association of Haitian Judges, told CNN the line of
presidential succession in the country is now murky.

Throughout his presidency, Moise had repeatedly failed to hold elections at local and
national levels, leaving much of the country's governing infrastructure empty.

A constitutional referendum is set to be held in September, alongside the presidential
and legislative elections. Municipal and local elections have been scheduled for
January 16, 2022, the official electoral calendar also showed. Many in the country
had disputed Moise's right to continue serving in the presidency this year.

While the US, United Nations and Organization of American States supported his
claim to a fifth year in office, critics say he should have stepped down on February 7,
citing a constitutional provision that starts the clock once a president is elected,
rather than when he takes office.



Moise, however, claimed his five-year term should end in 2022 because he wasn't
sworn in until February 2017. His inauguration was delayed over allegations of voter
fraud during the 2015 election, which led to a presidential runoff that was postponed
twice over what authorities called threats and "security concerns."

This is playing out under the backdrop of extreme violence in Haiti's capital, with
rival groups battling one another or the police for control of the streets, displacing
tens of thousands of people and worsening the country's humanitarian crisis.

Meanwhile, the coronavirus pandemic has been worsening in Haiti. UNICEF, the
United Nations' children's agency, said Thursday that Haiti was the only country in
the Western Hemisphere to not have received a single dose of Covid-19 vaccine.

At the same time, the country is facing a dire economic situation. Its economy had
been contracting even before the pandemic and shrunk further 3.8% in 2020, with
about 60% of the population now living in poverty, according to the World Bank.
According to UNICEF, more than 1.5 million children are currently in urgent need of
humanitarian assistance in Haiti.

"The new wave of violent incidents that may arise after the killing of the President of
Haiti could further exacerbate the humanitarian needs and hinder humanitarian
access to the most vulnerable groups, leaving thousands of affected people with little
to no assistance," UNICEF warned.

Haitian Police Arrest 17, Searching for 8 More Suspects in Assassination of
President
Maggie Gile - Newsweek

Richard Pierrin/Getty Images



Haitian authorities arrested 17 suspects and are searching for eight more believed to
be involved in the assassination of Haitian President Jovenel Moïse, the Associated
Press reported.

Authorities raided Taiwan's Embassy, where several suspects were believed to have
sought refuge, while detaining two Haitian-Americans and several former Colombian
soldiers.

National Police Chief Léon Charles said they would "bring them to justice" at a news
conference on Thursday as the 17 handcuffed suspects sat on the floor.

Jean Marc Hervé Abélard/Associated Press.

Suspects in the assassination of Haiti's President Jovenel Moise are tossed on the
floor after being detained, at the General Direction of the police in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, Thursday, July 8, 2021.

A Haitian judge involved in the murder investigation said that President Moise was
shot a dozen times and his office and bedroom were ransacked. Jean Marc Hervé
Abélard/Associated Press

Moïse's brazen killing at his home in an attack before dawn Wednesday that also
seriously wounded his wife stunned a nation already reeling from poverty, widespread
violence and political instability.

Interim Prime Minister Claude Joseph, who assumed leadership with the backing of
police and the military, declared a two-week "state of siege," and asked people to
return to work and reopen businesses that were shut down in normally bustling
Port-au-Prince. He also ordered the international airport to reopen.

What We Know So Far About Haiti President Jovenel Moise’s Assassination



Colombia's government said it had been asked by Haiti about six of the suspects,
including two of the three killed, and had determined they were retired members of its
army. It offered its full cooperation.

"A team was formed with the best investigators," said Gen. Jorge Luis Vargas, the
head of Colombia's police.

"They are going to send dates, flight times, financial information that is already being
collected to be sent to Port-au-Prince."

U. S.-trained Colombian soldiers are heavily recruited by private security firms in
global conflict zones because of their experience in a decades-long war against leftist
rebels and powerful drug cartels.

The U.S. State Department said it was aware of reports that Haitian-Americans were
in custody but would not comment.

Solages, 35, described himself as a "certified diplomatic agent," an advocate for
children and budding politician on a now-removed website for a charity he started in
2019 in south Florida to assist resident of his home town of Jacmel, on Haiti's
southern coast.

Solages also said he had worked as a bodyguard at the Canadian Embassy in Haiti,
and on his Facebook page, which was also taken down after news of his arrest, he
showcased photos of armored military vehicles and a shot of himself standing in front
of an American flag.

Canada's foreign relation department released a statement that did not refer to
Solages by name but said one of the men detained for his alleged role in the killing
had been "briefly employed as a reserve bodyguard" at its embassy by a private
contractor. He gave no other details.

Calls to the charity and Solages' associates at the charity went unanswered. However,
a relative in south Florida said Solages doesn't have any military training and he
doesn't believe he was involved in the assassination.

"I feel like my son killed my brother because I love my president and I love James
Solages," Schubert Dorisme, whose wife is Solages' aunt, told WPLG in Miami.

Meanwhile, Taiwan's Embassy in Port-au-Prince said Haitian police had arrested 11
individuals who tried to break into the Taiwanese Embassy in Port-au-Prince early
Thursday. It gave no details of their identities or a reason for the break-in but in a
statement referred to the men as "mercenaries" and strongly condemned the "cruel
and barbaric assassination" of Moïse.

"As for whether the suspects were involved in the assassination of the president of
Haiti, that will need to be investigated by the Haitian police," Foreign Affairs
spokesperson Joanne Ou told AP in Taipei.

https://www.newsweek.com/topic/facebook


Police were alerted by embassy security guards while Taiwanese diplomats were
working from home. The Taiwanese foreign ministry said some doors and windows
were broken but there was no other damage.

Haiti is one of a handful of countries worldwide that maintain diplomatic relations
with Taiwan instead of the rival mainland Chinese government in Beijing.

Elsewhere in Port-au-Prince, witnesses said a crowd discovered two suspects hiding
in bushes, and some people grabbed the men by their shirts and pants, pushed and
occasionally slapped them. An AP journalist saw officers put them in the back of a
pickup and drive away as the crowd ran after them to a police station.

"They killed the president! Give them to us! We're going to burn them," people
chanted.

The crowd later set fire to several abandoned cars riddled with bullet holes that they
believed belonged to the suspects. The cars didn't have license plates, and inside one
was an empty box of bullets and some water.

Charles urged people to stay calm and let his officers do their work. He cautioned
that authorities needed evidence that was being destroyed, including the burned cars.
Officials have given out little information on the killing, other than to say the attack
was carried out by "a highly trained and heavily armed group."

Not everyone believed government's account of the attack. When Haitian journalist
Robenson Geffrard tweeted a report on comments by the police chief, he drew a flood
of skeptical responses. Many wondered how what authorities described as
sophisticated attackers be caught so easily.

Judge Carl Henry Destin, who is involved in the investigation, said Moïse was shot a
dozen times and his office and bedroom were ransacked, according to the Haitian
newspaper Le Nouvelliste.

Moïse's daughter, Jomarlie Jovenel, hid in her brother's bedroom during the attack,
and a maid and another worker were tied up by the attackers, the judge said.

Haiti had grown increasingly unstable under Moïse, who had been ruling by decree
for more than a year and faced violent protests as critics accused him of trying to
amass more power while the opposition demanded he step down.

The U.N. Security Council met privately Thursday to discuss the situation in Haiti,
and U.N. special envoy Helen La Lime said afterward that Haitian officials had asked
for additional security assistance.

Gunfire rang out intermittently across the city hours after the killing, a grim reminder
of the growing power of gangs that displaced more than 14,700 people last month
alone as they torched and ransacked homes in a fight over territory.

Marco Destin ventured onto the streets to buy bread for his family because they had
not left their home since the president's killing.



"Everyone at home is sleeping with one eye open and one eye closed," he said.

"If the head of state is not protected, I don't have any protection whatsoever."

Robert Fatton, a Haitian politics expert at the University of Virginia, said gangs were
a force to contend with and it isn't certain Haiti's security forces can enforce a state
of siege.

"It's a really explosive situation," he said.

Haitians hope 'the truth will come out' as foreign investigators probe brutal murder
of their President
By Caitlin Hu, Etant Dupain, Stefano Pozzebon, Matt Rivers and Natalie Gallón -
CNN

Valerie Baeriswyl/AFP/Getty Images

Agents from the United States and other nations are joining the criminal inquiry into
the assassination of Haiti's President Jovenel Moise following days of dizzying
intrigue.

Moise was killed Wednesday in his home in a shocking incident for which authorities
are still investigating the motives, means, and masterminds. At least 28 people are
suspected in the plot, of whom 26 are Colombian and two are US citizens, according
to government figures.

But deep distrust of the official narrative reigns in some quarters of the capital city
Port-au-Prince. Influential former lawmaker and opposition politician Steven Benoit,
for example, told CNN on Saturday that he refused to believe information provided by
the remaining government, currently led by acting Prime Minister Claude Joseph.

Benoit has gained local and international attention for his insistence that the
Colombian detainees were merely unlucky scapegoats for an unspecified local
perpetrator. However, standing in the sunlit lobby of a Haitian radio station, he also
acknowledged to CNN that he had no direct evidence to support the theory. He has

https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/10/americas/haiti-moise-assassination-uncertainty-intl-hnk-cmd/index.html


been called to appear before Haiti's state prosecutor on Monday in connection with
the investigation.

Orlando Barria/EFE/SipaGuards guard the morgue where the body of President
Jovenel Moise was being held on Saturday.

On the same day, the sister of a retired Colombian sergeant -- who has been named
as a suspect and died in a confrontation with Haitian security forces -- spoke out to
offer new details about her brother, including text messages from the day of Moise's
assassination. She too, said she did not believe her brother could have been involved
in the killing, citing a phone conversation they had on the day of the President's
death.

But international assistance in Haiti's ongoing investigation could potentially
encourage broader public confidence in its findings and impartiality, not to mention
turbocharge its progress, multiple people in the capital city have told CNN, including
sources within Haitian law enforcement.

Joseph Odelyn/APPolice search the Morne Calvaire district of Petion-Ville for
suspects who remain at large in the murder.
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The US and Colombia have committed experts to Haiti's widening search, and despite
his skepticism, the ex-legislator Benoit said Saturday that he looked forward to
hearing the final results of the reinforced investigation.

"The good news is the FBI is here, the equivalent of the Columbian FBI arrived
yesterday. These are professionals. And I hope that before Monday morning -- before
I go to the prosecutor's office -- the truth will come out," Benoit said.

First Lady makes purported first public statement
In an audio statement posted to her verified Twitter account Saturday, Haitian first
lady Martine Moise -- who was also shot in the attack at the couple's private
residence and was flown to Miami for treatment -- appeared to give her first public
account of what happened.

Haiti's State Secretary for Communications Frantz Exantus confirmed to CNN that
the audio is the voice of Martine Moise. According to Reuters, a number of other
people, including Haiti's minister of culture and communications Pradel Henriquez,
have also confirmed it is the voice of Martine Moise. CNN has been unable
independently to confirm the authenticity of the audio.

"In the blink of an eye, the mercenaries ran into my house and killed my husband,"
said the first lady, who was said Wednesday to have been in a stable but critical
condition.

"We know against whom the president was fighting," she said, without clarifying
further.

"They sent a group of mercenaries to assassinate the President inside his own house
while he was with his family, because he was fighting for better roads, water,
electricity, referendum, and the upcoming election at the end of the year."

Richard Pierrin/Getty ImagesPolice General Inspector Leon Charles speaks during a
press conference at the Prime Minister's residence on July 08.
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She said her husband was assassinated "because he was fighting for better roads,
water, electricity, referendum, and the upcoming election at the end of the year."
And she warned that there are "other mercenaries" who "want to assassinate the
president's dream, who want to assassinate the President's vision, who want to
assassinate the President's idea for the country."

She encouraged her followers not to let that happen, saying: "I am determined to
stand firm because the fight he was leading was not his own battle, but it was a battle
for the nation; we must continue to fight."

Assisting Haiti's investigation
In the days after the attack, Haiti made several requests for foreign assistance with
security in the country and the investigation into Moise's death.

A special unit from the Colombian police force on Saturday arrived in the country to
assist in the probe into the assassination, according to Haiti's Communications
Secretary Frantz Exantus. Colombian National Police also confirmed to CNN that the
director of the country's National Intelligence Agency and the director of the
Intelligence Division of the police are in Haiti, along with personnel from Interpol
assigned to Colombia's police.

The reinforcements followed Colombian officials' previous statements that at least 13
retired members of the Colombian Army who travelled to Haiti in recent months are
believed to be involved in the assassination, as well as the wounding of Martine
Moise.

Senior US agents from the FBI and the Department of Homeland Security will also be
sent to the restless nation "as soon as possible" to assist in determining how and why
the President was assassinated, according to White House press secretary Jen Psaki.
However, the US said Saturday that despite a request from the administration of
Acting Prime Minister Joseph, it does not intend to send troops into Haiti.

"There are no plans for military assistance at this time," a senior administration
official told CNN.

Since no further attacks have targeted key infrastructure like ports and energy --
vulnerable areas that Joseph's government cited in its request for support from
foreign troops -- the Haitian government is taking the Pentagon's statement in its
stride, Elections Minister Mathias Pierre told CNN.

"If I trust the Pentagon statement, it is more of a cautious decision," Pierre said.

"So far things are normal here, no chaos, but we are still in a volatile situation."

A political landscape that shifts by the day
Meanwhile, political maneuvering in the vacuum left by Moise's death may be having
its own disorienting effect for onlookers, as potential challenges to acting Prime
Minister Joseph's leadership emerge and dissipate.

https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/09/politics/haiti-us-fbi-homeland-security-officials/index.html


Joseph has vowed to hold on to power until presidential and legislative elections are
held in September.

"That's our job, and that's what we intend to do," Pierre said, adding that doing so
would honor Moise's memory.

It's certainly true that Haiti is in desperate need of elected lawmakers, after Moise
repeatedly failed to hold elections at various governmental levels. Parliament became
dysfunctional in January 2020, when the mandates of two-thirds of the 30-member
Senate chamber expired, leaving just 10 senators in office.

But critics of the government say the country is in no state to hold a fair and free vote,
with extreme gang violence impeding much movement in Port-au-Prince.

The Senate's handful of remaining members on Friday instead nominated one of their
own number, Senator Joseph Lambert, as Haiti's interim president -- a direct
challenge to the current interim leadership, albeit shortlived.

Less than 24 hours later, he appeared to pull back, saying Saturday that his
swearing-in had been postponed without giving a new date for the event.

"The Senators decided to postpone the oath for this afternoon. They all want to be
present to actively participate in the nomination," he said in a tweet on Saturday,
before adding: "There is an urgent need to rebuild hope in the country."

Graham calls Biden's Afghanistan decision a 'disaster in the making'
Jordan Williams - The Hill

Greg Nash Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.)

Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) called President Biden's decision to complete the
withdrawal of all U.S. troops from Afghanistan on Aug. 31 a "disaster in the making."
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In a series of tweets, Graham said Biden has been "consistently" wrong on the war on
terror, adding that the Afghanistan decision would "prove to be his biggest mistake
yet."

"President Biden may have set a deadline to end the war with al-Qaeda and ISIS in
Afghanistan. Unfortunately for us, al-Qaeda and ISIS don't have deadlines when it
comes to attacking American interests," Graham said.

Biden confirmed the Aug. 31 date on Thursday, stating that all U.S. troops would be
withdrawn at that time, ahead of the original Sept. 11 deadline.

News of the withdrawal comes amid fears that the Taliban would overrun Kabul after
the U.S. departs amid a series of gains from the insurgents.

Graham criticized Biden's decision, saying it was made against "against sound
military advice," comparing the move to when the Obama administration pulled out
of Iraq. He further said it is clear that Biden "has learned nothing from their Iraq
withdrawal debacle."

"President Biden does not understand conditions are developing in Afghanistan for a
reemergence of al-Qaeda and ISIS which will directly threaten the American
homeland and our allies," Graham said.

"Get ready for major upheaval as this decision by President Biden is a disaster in the
making."
The South Carolina Republican has previously criticized Biden when the president
announced a full withdrawal by Sept. 11, the 20-year anniversary of the terrorist
attacks on U.S. soil that led to the conflict.

Graham was also critical of former President Trump for wanting to withdraw from
Afghanistan on May 1 of this year.

Earlier this week, Graham said he wanted Biden to consider staying involved with the
Afghan Air Force to give an edge over the Taliban.

"So two things I'm asking President Biden to consider: providing American air-power
in support of the Afghan National Security Forces and maintaining a relationship
with the Afghan Air Force to make sure it can fly to create an advantage against the
Taliban militarily," Graham said.

"If we do not do this, I fear that al Qaeda and ISIS will reemerge from the ashes of a
civil war that's brewing in Afghanistan 20 years after 9/11," he continued.

During an impassioned speech defending the withdrawal decision Thursday afternoon,
Biden rejected the idea that a takeover from the Taliban was inevitable, saying it was
unlikely the group would overrun the Afghan government.

"It's up to the people of Afghanistan to decide on what government they want, not us
to impose the government on them. No country has been able to do that," Biden said
Thursday from the White House East Room.
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"Never has Afghanistan been a united country, not in all of its history."

Texas County Judge And 3 Others Arrested – They Are Being Charged With 150
Counts Of Election Lawbreaking
By Daniel Ottomire - American Journal Daily (From News4SA NBC)

Really? Then how do they explain stories like this? Because four people just got
busted for doing what “never” happens.

An area Justice of the Peace has been arrested and accused of election fraud, along
with three other people.

Medina County, Texas Justice of the Peace Tomas Ramirez was arrested Feb. 11 after
a Bandera Grand Jury indicted him and three others two days prior.

Four people, including a Justice of the Peace, have been arrested and accused of
election fraud, in Texas.

The various charges including everything from unlawful possession of a ballot to
“organized election fraud.”

It appears these folks mainly focused on exploiting mail-in ballots to alter the
outcome of local elections. Hmm… weren’t we warned that mail-in ballots were
easily misused by dishonest people?

I seem to recall someone warning us about all that. I guess we’ll never know?

All the charges came from an Attorney General investigation, which tells us that the
state of Texas takes this kind of thing very seriously.
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Coincidentally, the state had very few problems certifying their presidential results,
unlike states like Georgia or Pennsylvania.

Isn’t amazing when leaders actually do their job protecting our elections?
These four people could face serious consequences for their actions. And it’s further
proof that what some have tried to deny does happen, all the time.

I wonder if other states would find similar cases if they bothered to investigate?

Taliban Resurgence Raises Terrorism Fears From Moscow to Beijing
Eltaf Najafizada, Faseeh Mangi and Sudhi Ranjan Sen - Bloomberg

(Bloomberg) -- The Taliban’s lightning-fast advance to control more territory in
Afghanistan is raising alarms from Russia to China, as U.S. President Joe Biden’s
move to withdraw troops disrupts a balance of power in South Asia that has held
steady for about two decades.
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Photographer: -/AFP/Getty Images

At least 1,000 Afghan troops this week retreated into Tajikistan, prompting the
country mobilize an extra 20,000 soldiers to guard its frontier.

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s sought out assurances from the Taliban that it
will respect the borders of Central Asian states that once were part of the Soviet
Union, while neighboring Pakistan has said it won’t open its borders to refugees.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, who warned last week that the most pressing task
in Afghanistan was “to maintain stability and prevent war and chaos,” plans to travel
to Central Asia next week for talks on the country.

Wang Wenbin, a spokesman for the ministry, on Friday called the U.S. withdrawal
“hasty” and said Washington must honor its commitments to “prevent Afghanistan
becoming once again a haven for terrorism.”

“The U.S. has rushed to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan and left the Afghan
people in a mess, which further exposes the hypocrisy behind the pretext of defending
democracy and human rights,” Wang Wenbin said at a briefing in Beijing.

The Taliban will not allow “anyone or any group to use Afghan soil against China or
any other countries,” Mohammad Suhail Shaheen, a senior official at the group’s
political office in Doha, Qatar, said in a WhatsApp message Friday.

“This is our commitment.”

Biden on Thursday had insisted the U.S. military had achieved its goals in
Afghanistan and would leave by Aug. 31, just shy of its 20-year anniversary after the
deaths of 2,448 U.S. service members and about $1 trillion in spending.

Yet the battle will go on for the people in Afghanistan and surrounding countries,
threatening in particular the $60 billion in projects in the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) right next door.

“The chaos in Afghanistan could spill over into other countries and lead to regional
turbulence,” said Fan Hongda, professor at the Middle East Studies Institute of the
Shanghai International Studies University.

“China does not want to take over the U.S. role, but hopes to facilitate regional peace
and stability because it has interests in the region.”

The Taliban have dramatically expanded their hold on Afghan territory in recent
months, leaving the U.S.-backed government in control of little more than 20% of the
country, according to data compiled by the Long War Journal. The insurgent group
now holds 204 of 407 districts, up from 73 at the beginning of May, while the Afghan
government only controls 74 currently. The rest are contested.

At the moment, authorities in Kabul still control all of the 34 provincial capitals,
although two of them near the borders of China, Pakistan, Tajikistan and
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Turkmenistan are now being contested. The Afghan Defense Ministry has stepped up
airstrikes against Taliban fighters in recent weeks.

The Taliban’s swift rise after fighting the U.S. for 20 years risks leading to a collapse
of the Afghan government and military, a scenario that last took place in the 1990s
after the Soviet Union withdrew.

While the U.S. seeks to prevent al-Qaeda from regaining a foothold in Afghanistan,
the implications are dire for the six countries bordering the country -- as well as
nearby nations like India that have frequently been the target of Jihadist attacks.

The risks of regional contagion were made clear in April when a car bomb exploded
at a luxury hotel hosting the Chinese ambassador in the Pakistani city of Quetta, not
far from Taliban strongholds in southern Afghanistan.

The attack, claimed by the loosely affiliated Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), showed
that governments in the region might struggle to protect high-profile diplomats and
business people.

‘Significant Threat’
“The Taliban has close links with as many as 20 terror groups who operate across
the region from Russia to India,” said Farid Mamundzay, Afghanistan’s ambassador
to India.

“Their activities are already visible on the ground and they pose a significant threat
to the region.”

Pakistan, which helped the Taliban rise to power in the 1990s, is now worried about a
resurgence of the TTP, a group that has been blamed for 70,000 deaths of civilians in
the country since the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan in 2001.

Only recently crushed by a combination of Pakistan military operations and U.S.
drone strikes, the TTP may see an opportunity to attack Chinese projects to influence
policy in Islamabad.

“These groups want to hurt Pakistan, and these attacks hurt the most,” said
Asfandyar Mir, a postdoctoral fellow at the Center for International Security and
Cooperation at Stanford University.

“The situation in Afghanistan is an important factor for the security of CPEC.”

Chinese Targets
With an economy that has grown by about five times since the U.S. invasion of
Afghanistan, China is a particularly ripe target. Showing the importance of the
relationship between Beijing and Islamabad, Pakistan’s army has raised a
dedicated force of thousands to protect CPEC projects across the country.

A Taliban-led Afghanistan would likely solidify relations between China and Pakistan
on one side and the U.S. and India on the other, with Russia and Iran in the middle to
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adjust policies depending on the threat perception, according to Gautam
Mukhopadhaya, a former Indian ambassador in Afghanistan, Syria and Myanmar.

“The region will be severely impacted, but the rest of the world will not be immune to
the shifts in geo-political balance, extremism and violence,” said Mukhopadhaya,
currently a senior visiting fellow at the Centre for Policy Research, a think tank based
in New Delhi.

Fleeing Refugees
As the Taliban makes gains, many Afghans are fleeing villages for the relative safety
of bigger cities. Pakistan expects 500,000 refugees from Afghanistan, and authorities
have said they’ll be kept in border camps.

More than 1.4 million registered Afghan refugees are already in Pakistan, according
to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

A win for the Taliban would ultimately embolden all sympathizers across the region,
said Madiha Afzal, a non-resident fellow at Washington-based Brookings Institution.

“Foot soldiers of these groups also cross over from one to the other,” she said.

“They see the U.S. withdrawal and the Taliban’s position as a victory for jihadists.”

(Updates with comments from senior Taliban official the fifth paragraph)

Magnitude 5.9 earthquake shakes up California-Nevada border, regionally largest
'in almost two and a half decades'
Elinor Aspegren - USA TODAY

A magnitude 5.9 earthquake shook the California-Nevada border Thursday afternoon,
with people reporting feeling a jolt hundreds of miles away, as far as the Bay Area,
according to the U.S. Geological Survey.

The earthquake, reported just south of Lake Tahoe, triggered a series of
aftershocks with at least one with a 4.6 magnitude, the USGS said.

Regionally, “this would be the largest one in almost two and a half decades,”
according to Graham Kent, director of the University of Nevada, Reno’s
seismological lab.

“It’s 5.9 and some change — to the average person, it’s a magnitude 6.0.”

Though originally reported as at least two separate earthquakes, the false report
came from an automatic systems error, said Seismologist Dr. Lucy Jones on Twitter.

The USGS revised the report, removing one reported quake a few miles south of
Stockton in central California.

https://reporting.unhcr.org/node/2546?y=2021
http://a.msn.com/01/en-us/AALWyrd?ocid=sf
https://twitter.com/share?url=http://a.msn.com/01/en-us/AALWyrd?ocid=st&text=Magnitude+5.9+earthquake+shakes+up+California-Nevada+border,+regionally+largest+'in+almost+two+and+a+half+decades'&original_referer=http://a.msn.com/01/en-us/AALWyrd?ocid=st
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=http://a.msn.com/01/en-us/AALWyrd?ocid=sw
mailto:?subject=Magnitude 5.9 earthquake shakes up California-Nevada border, regionally largest 'in almost two and a half decades'&body=I thought you would be interested in this story I found on MSN: Magnitude 5.9 earthquake shakes up California-Nevada border, regionally largest 'in almost two and a half decades' http://a.msn.com/01/en-us/AALWyrd?ocid=se
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/map/?extent=16.38339,-139.39453&extent=55.32914,-50.625
https://twitter.com/DrLucyJones/status/1413288449063342080?s=20


Courtesy United States Geological Survey A magnitude 5.9 earthquake shook the
Reno region Thursday.

“A M~6 quake is usually felt for more than 100 miles so it is not surprising it was felt
in the Central Valley," Jones said.

The shaking was felt in at least two states, with more than 20,000 reports coming
into the USGS website by 6 p.m. local time.

North of the reported epicenter in Reno, City Hall was evacuated after the
earthquake, said Mayor Hillary Schieve.

Is 'The Big One' coming? A California fault capable of an 8.0 earthquake is moving
for the first time, study says

Sally Rosen, who owns a popular burger restaurant in Walker, near the epicenter,
told the Associated Press her 2-year-old was napping in her arms in her home behind
the restaurant when the earthquake hit.

“We felt the shaking of the building, and we didn’t know quite what it was at first,”
she told KGO-TV in San Francisco.

“It kept going, and it was pretty intense and scary, frankly. So we ran out of the house
as fast as we could and ran to the restaurant because the first thought was, ‘Oh my
goodness, we need to shut off the gas.’”

Cups and other items flew off the shelves, and oil splattered from the fryers, she said.
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On Twitter, people posted videos of the aftermath on U.S. 395 through Lake Tahoe.

The route was closed temporarily because of rock slides. A California Highway
Patrol spokesperson told the Stockton Record, part of the USA TODAY Network, that
some cars were hit by rocks, but no one was injured.

The National Weather Service offices in Sacramento felt the earthquake for at least a
minute, they posted on Twitter.

“Blinds moving. Light building motion/shaking movement."

Other Twitter users reported water in their pools or fountains and windows shaking.

“While there are no preliminary reports of damage or injuries, this is a rapidly
evolving situation & more details will emerge in the coming hours.

” California’s Office of Emergency Services said on Twitter. “We are working closely
with local officials to ensure they have the resources and support to rapidly respond
to these earthquakes.”

The earthquake Thursday afternoon pales in comparison to the 7.1 earthquake that
occurred in Southern California in 2019. That earthquake, shaking Ridgecrest, was
15 times bigger and 63 times stronger than this one, according to the USGS.

Iran is emboldened with new attacks on America in Iraq
Tom Rogan - Examiner

Iran has dramatically escalated its rocket attacks on American military and
government personnel in Iraq. The Biden administration's caution against retaliation
is emboldening, rather than cooling, this crisis.

Provided by Washington Examiner
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On Wednesday, more than a dozen rockets struck a major United States-operated Ain
al Asad air base in Anbar province. The U.S. Embassy and a U.S. government facility
in Erbil were also targeted.

The U.S.'s response? Basically silence.
In late June, the U.S. launched airstrikes against Iranian proxy forces responsible for
previous rocket strikes. Since then, however, the firing has been one-sided. Iran is
clearly emboldened.

The Biden administration seems to believe that any military response to these attacks
would be misguided. It also fears that retaliation would undermine tense negotiations
with Iran toward restoring U.S. participation in the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action nuclear accord. Both assessments are misguided.

Evincing Tehran's very limited concern that its hand be detected in these attacks, the
group claiming responsibility for them calls itself the "Muhandis Revenge Forces."

That's a not-so-subtle reference to Abu Mahdi al Muhandis. The former leader of a
top Iranian proxy in Iraq, Kata'ib Hezbollah, Muhandis was killed in a January 2020
airstrike. The same strike eliminated Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Gen.
Qassem Soleimani.

Regardless, no one doubts that Muhandis was an Iranian puppet. He worked to
undermine Iraq's democratic authority in favor of Iran's ever-encroaching Islamic
revolution.

The use of his name as a cover for these rocket strikes should be seen as direct
evidence of Iran's desire to avenge Soleimani with American blood (former Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo is a priority Iranian target).

But the top line in Iraq is that the Iranian hard-liners feel confident they can escalate
against the U.S. without riposte. While the Revolutionary Guard hates the U.S., it
recognizes that American political and economic influence in Baghdad is Iran's
greatest external threat in Iraq. Actions that precipitate a U.S. withdrawal from Iraq
are thus in the Revolutionary Guard's favor.

What do Iraqi politicians think about this situation?
Prime Minister Mustafa al Kadhimi has a nationalist bent, but he appears reluctant to
take the kind of robust action necessary to deter Iran's militias. At the same time, the
only domestic political force capable of consolidating Kadhimi against Iran remains
largely silent on the rocket attacks.

Muqtada al Sadr has previously condemned similar rocket attacks but now appears to
be biding his time. Sadr, who has reinvented himself as an Iraqi nationalist separate
from Iran's fiefdom, is likely hesitant about taking action that might jeopardize what
he expects to be an extremely strong showing in October parliamentary elections.

Sadr's opportunity takes on added impetus amid growing Iraqi frustrations over a
power crisis, legitimately blamed on Iran, that is now rippling through the nation.
Time and patience offer an opportunity that Sadr doesn't want to waste.
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In turn, it's up to President Joe Biden to take action to protect U.S. interests. As with
the Russians, the Iranians have absolute respect for the calibrated application of
force. If Biden bombs them, they will get back in their box. If not, they will keep
attacking until they kill Americans.

Alaska Man, 18, Tries to Hijack Passenger Plane, Causing Nosedive, Before Pilot
Regains Control
Benjamin VanHoose - People

An 18-year-old man attempted to hijack a passenger plane in midair, causing a
temporary nosedive before the pilot regained control, authorities say.

Provided by People Getty

At about 2:44 p.m. local time on Wednesday, July 7, Alaska State Troopers in Aniak,
Alaska, received a call that a passenger onboard a commercial plane — with a total
of six people on it — tried to "crash the plane," according to a press release from the
Alaska Department of Public Safety.

Investigators identified the suspect as Jaden Lake-Kameroff, 18, of Bethel, Alaska.
The flight was from Bethel to Aniak.

Troopers say Lake-Kameroff "got up from his seat and took control of the yoke,"
which is the control wheel used to steer the Cessna Caravan aircraft, and caused the
plane to nosedive.

"The pilot was able to regain control of the aircraft with the assistance of passengers
who pulled Jaden away from the yoke. The passengers subdued Jaden while the pilot
landed the aircraft safely in Aniak," the press release said.
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Lake-Kameroff was arrested upon landing, with charges of terroristic threatening in
the second degree, five counts of attempted assault in the first degree, and four counts
of assault in the third degree.

Want to keep up with the latest crime coverage? Sign up for PEOPLE's free True
Crime newsletter for breaking crime news, ongoing trial coverage and details of
intriguing unsolved cases.

Alaska State Troopers office did not immediately respond to PEOPLE's request for
additional comment. It was not immediately clear whether Lake-Kameroff has an
attorney for PEOPLE to reach for comment.

A spokesperson for Ryan Air did not immediately respond to PEOPLE's request for
comment.

Lee Ryan, president of Ryan Air, told Anchorage Daily News, "Our pilot relied
heavily on his training procedures and his professionalism and landed without further
incident. ... We're extremely thankful for the safe outcome and extremely grateful for
the passengers and the pilot and [flight] command collectively working together to
land safely."

Authorities say passengers subdued the man while the pilot landed the aircraft safely
According to an affidavit obtained by the outlet, Lake-Kameroff reportedly told
investigators that he had previously sought help for mental health concerns, and when
he tried to take control of the plane, he was making a suicide attempt, authorities
claimed.

The affidavit reportedly says the passengers "thought [they] were going to die."

Taliban targeting Afghan pilots for assassination as US withdraws: report
Celine Castronuovo - The Hill
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The Taliban said that it has launched an effort to track down and assassinate Afghan
Air Force pilots in what U.S. and Afghan officials believe is an attempt to dismantle
the country's military amid the Biden administration's ongoing withdrawal of U.S.
troops.

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid told Reuters on Friday that its campaign was
meant to make sure that Afghan Air Force pilots are "targeted and eliminated
because all of them do bombardment against their people."

The group confirmed that among those targeted and killed was Afghan Air Force
(AAF) Major Dastagir Zamaray, who was fatally shot in front of his 14-year-old son
as the two visited a real estate agent's office about selling their home to move to a
safer area within the Afghan capital of Kabul, according to Reuters.

Zamaray is one of seven pilots who two senior Afghan government officials told
Reuters have been assassinated while off of Afghan Air Force bases in recent months.

Afghanistan's government has not publicly confirmed the number of pilots
assassinated, though the Pentagon spokesperson Rob Lodewick said in a statement to
The Hill Friday that the Defense Department said it was aware of several
Taliban-claimed killings of Afghan pilots.

"We strongly condemn all targeted assassinations in Afghanistan," Lodewick said.

"The U.S. military has long acknowledged the threats faced by many Afghan military
partners to include AAF pilots and we admire their resolve, steadfastness and
devotion to duty on behalf of the people of Afghanistan."

He went on to say that the Pentagon is continuing "to work with the Afghan
government, its Ministry of Defense and our sister U.S. government agencies on
programs and processes capable of protecting those facing significant risk."

Reuters noted that the Pentagon declined to comment on any ongoing U.S.
intelligence and investigations on the matter.

The targeted killings come as the Taliban claims to now have control of 85 percent of
Afghanistan as a complete withdrawal of U.S. troops is expected to be completed by
Aug. 31.

President Biden originally pushed to have all American soldiers out of Afghanistan by
Sept. 11, the 20th anniversary of the 2001 terrorist attacks.

In the past week, the Taliban has made significant territorial gains in the northern
part of the country, causing hundreds of Afghan soldiers to flee the area into
neighboring countries.

Additionally, the Tajikistan government said Wednesday that it had taken in more
than 1,000 Afghan civilians who had fled violence between the Taliban and Afghan
forces.
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While Biden in remarks from the White House on Thursday rejected the idea that a
Taliban takeover of Afghanistan was "inevitable," Pentagon spokesperson John
Kirby conceded in a Friday CNN interview that the current security situation in
Afghanistan was "deteriorating."

Kirby said of the Taliban, "We are seeing them continue to advance on district
centers around the country, and it is concerning."

Biden on Thursday said that his timeline for withdrawal had been accelerated
because "military commanders advised me that once I made the decision to end the
war, we needed to move swiftly to conduct the main elements of the drawdown."
"And in this context, speed is safety," he added.
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